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• The Aquinas Society of the Immaculate Conception School, Jamaica marks its Fifteenth  Anniversary in 2019.  

• They were winners of the 2004 Peaceword Foundation Ambassador Award and selected Jacob Riis as their 
historical mentor and wrote their first book entitled Jacob’s Pictures about the famous black and white photos of 
Jacob Riis. Two students were sent to Ribe, Denmark the birth place of Jacob Riis and presented a cop of their 
book to the mayor.  

• Since 2004 they have won over $30,000 in grants and scholarships.  

• They have written three books with Arcadia Publishing. Images of America: Jamaica Estates (2010), Images of 
America: Jamaica (2011) and Images of America: Kew Gardens (2014). (www.arcadiapublishing.com) 

• They created a children’s book entitled Jacob’s Gift that tells the forgotten story of how the tradition of singing 
Christmas Carols was brought to America by Jacob Riis. They have done dramatic readings of the book at Jacob 
Riis Park and the Great Hall in Ellis Island. They received a grant from the Alive in Hope Foundation to complete 
this project. 

• In 2010 they unveiled a bronze bust of Jacob Riis at Riis Park, a Federal Park in New York City.  It replaced one 
that was stolen four decades before. They commissioned artist David Ostro to create the new bust and it was 
given as a gift to the People of America.  

• They created a coloring book about ancient religious symbols entitled Story Windows. They received a grant 
from the Alive in Hope Foundation to complete this project.  

• They have placed historic plaques throughout the neighborhood raising the funds and writing the text for each. 
They erected a historic plaque about the history of Jamaica Estates community on the Midland Parkway Malls. 
Another was placed St. John University to mark the site of a 10,000 year old glacial pond that is now covered by 
the Grand Central Parkway and Utopia Parkway. Another plaque was given as a gift to the people of the United 
States and marks the location of the Inn that President George Washington lodged during his Presidential Tour of 
Long Island in 1790 and now the site of the Addabbo Federal building in Jamaica.  

• They are also working on two projects with the Friends of Maple Grove Cemetery and writing the text for two 
additional plaques. One will be placed on the unmarked grave of George Washington Johnson, the first African 
American Recording Star in the United States. The other will mark the house of the notable Russian pianists Josef 
and Rosina Lhevinne. The Lhevinne’s were early Juilliard School teachers. Rosina was the piano teacher for Van 
Cliburn and John Williams. They also placed a plaque in honor Rodney Dangerfield in his childhood home of 
Kew Gardens. For the Friends of Maple Grove they helped the text for  plaque over the unmarked grave of Irish 
Poet James McCarroll in 2019.  

• They designed and created a 9/11 Memorial Stained Glass window which incorporates pieces of steel from the 
Twin Towers into the design which was given to them by the New York City Fire Department. They received a 
grant from the Alive in Hope Foundation to complete this project. 

http://www.arcadiapublishing.com


• They discovered the African American Burial Ground in Queens of the First Colored Presbyterian of New York 
established by Reverend Samuel Cornish in 1824. In 1877 over 300 bodies were moved to Maple Grove 
Cemetery from the church vaults just before the parish dissolved and the burial site was forgotten.  

• They have been awarded the Archivists Round Table for the Metropolitan New York Inc. Award for Education al 
Use of Archives.  

• They have been awarded the NYC Historic District Council Grassroots Award. 

• They have been awarded the Oyster Bay Historical Society Preservation Award. 

• Due to our numerous 9/11 Projects the Aquinas Honor Society was accepted to be one of the first school groups 
to attend a workshop at the 9/11 Memorial Museum. They were presented with a citation as the first school 
group to book a workshop at the museum.  

• Aquinas students were selected to be interviewed by the New York Magazine for their annual issue What Makes 
New York City Great. December 2014  

• Contributing authors to Gardens of Eden: LONG ISLAND'S EARLY TWENTIETH-CENTURY PLANNED 
COMMUNITIES (Chapter on Jamaica Estates) 2015  

• They have won the admiration and respect of many public leaders, historical societies and organizations. 

• Over the years they have received many NYC Proclamations and Citations from various NYC Politicians.  

• On the Monday, September 12, 2016 they were invited to visit the 9\11 Museum. The Education Department at 
the Museum offered the ICCA Aquinas students the opportunity to participate in the first ever Webinar Event at 
the museum to commemorate the 15th anniversary of 9/11 that was broadcast across the United States. 

• The Special Guest at the webinar who greeted the students was Ada Dolch, the former principal at the 
Leadership & Public Service High School in Manhattan located three blocks south to the World Trade Center 
and displaced by the September 11 attacks. The day of the attack Principal Ada Dolch was on the street 
welcoming voters to the school's polling booths and was on the street when the first plane hit. She suspected 
immediately that her sister, a Cantor Fitzgerald employee, very likely hadn't survived the first attack and focused 
on evacuating students and teachers safely. Dolch evacuated the 14-story school building leading the students 
safely down to Battery Park. 

• Ms. Dolch told the story of that day, filled with many harrowing details. She spoke about how her faith 
overcame so many of the tragedies of the day. The Aquinas students where offered an opportunity to ask 
questions along with other student from all 50 states. After the broadcast Ada stayed and talked with the ICCA 
students and communicated her great love and faith in people. It was for the adults present and for the students 
a life changing event.  

• On the evening of September 7, Mr. Ballenas, moderator of the ICCA Aquinas Society was the only teacher 
invited to speak at the 9\11 Benefit Gala at Cipriani on Wall Street. It was hosted by former Mayor Bloomburg 
and comedian Samantha Bee. Mr. Ballenas was very excited to be there and said they raised $3 million dollars 
that night, He was thrilled to meet Bon Jovi who was the musical guest.  

• On September 28 the ICCA Aquinas students were invited by Brian Browne, the Vice President of Government 
Relations at Saint John University to board the 2016 C-SPAN Campaign bus. It was a great experience and they 
learned about the upcoming 2016 election.  



• On September 7 the world was able to see the premiere broadcast of the segment of City Of Churches about 
their parish, Immaculate Conception. They were the script writers for the segment. https://youtu.be/
xY30Kd3MBbs 

• The Aquinas Society raised funds and purchased a historic 1877 map of Snedeker Street and will donate it to 
Neir’s Tavern to show support for making the tavern a historic NYC landmark. Students have been invited to the 
187th Birthday Celebration of Neir’s Tavern on October 22, 2016 

• The Aquinas Honor Society in worked with the Friends of Maple Grove to erect another bronze plaque for the 
community. Due to the book they wrote about Kew Gardens, they were asked to start this project. This plaque 
honors the memory of comedian Rodney Dangerfield who grew up in Kew Gardens. The students created the 
text and received the blessing and support of the Kew Gardens Community (Kew Gardens Civic Association) 
and the family of Rodney Dangerfield. The plaque was erected at the Kew Gardens LIRR station. 

• In 2018 the Aquinas Society was asked by the Friends of Maple Grove to help with the text on a bronze plaque 
for James McCarroll. He was a poet, editor, musician, inventor and many other talents and when he died in 
1892, no grave stone marked his grave. Funding was raised and the plaque with a photo of James McCarroll was 
unveiled on March 16, 2019.  

• The Aquinas Society began a special project to honor the ten names listed on the Jamaica Estates World War II 
memorial. Over time the stories of these fallen men were lost to time. The Society did intense research and 
wrote a biography on each of the ten and have read them at Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day services. They are 
writing a book that will highlight these men and present a book to every library in Queens. Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz has offer to write the Introduction for the book.  

• The Aquinas Society has become involved with another book project honoring the 70 names on the Richmond 
Hill World War I Monument, the My Buddy Monument in Forest Hills. The monument contains 70 names of 
young men who died in that war and were residents of the neighborhood.  

• The Aquinas Society reached out for help in funding of these two books and have received $4000 in pledges 
from admirers.  

• The Richmond Hill Historical Society was given permission to reprint a 3rd edition of Jacob’s Gift. The funding 
for the reprinting was given to the RHHS by Councilman Eric Ulrich.  

• ON May 5, 2019 three Aquinas students won the DAR Essay Contest for 2019 and received certificates and 
awards at the King Manor Museum. 

https://youtu.be/xY30Kd3MBbs
https://youtu.be/xY30Kd3MBbs

